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Editor’s Welcome
The 2014 Government Funding Year in Review

Written by: Nicolas DesRoches
2014 was a year full of front page news and incredible stories from around the globe, including the development of hoverboards and
flying cars. As we begin to acclimatize to 2015, let’s not forget to look back at what happened in 2014 that we can still take advantage
of today. Here are some examples of government funding opportunities in Canada and Ontario that emerged, grew, and/or changed in
2014 that may help your company turn 2015 into its most successful year yet:
New Programs

Changes

Increased Funding

Early Stage Exporters (ESE)

South-Western Ontario Development Fund
(SWODF)

Canadian Manufacturers and Exporters
SMART ATGG (CME SMART)

Canada-Ontario Job Grant (COJG)

Export Market Access (EMA)

Yves Landry Fund (YLF)

Investing in Business Growth and Productivity
(IBGP)

Scientific Research and Experimental
Development (SR&ED)

Information and Communication
Technology Career Connect (ICTC)

Youth Employment Fund (YEF)

Eastern Ontario Development Fund (EODF)

Advanced Manufacturing Fund (AMF)

Here at NorthBridge, we’re experts on the above programs and many more and we’ll answer any questions you have about opportunities
for government funding for your company. Let us help you make 2015 the year that your company gets the money it deserves.

Investing in Advanced Technology?
CME SMART Advanced Technologies for Global Growth
Canadian Manufacturers and Exporters (CME), in conjunction with FedDev Ontario, launched the SMART Advanced Technologies for Global
Growth (ATGG) program on December 1, 2014. This new round of funding includes $20 million to support small to medium enterprises
looking to invest in advanced technology. The program is open until December 31, 2016, or until all the funds have been disbursed and all
projects must be complete by June 30, 2017.
The SMART ATGG program is looking for projects that will lead to job creation, increased domestic and export sales, and the implementation
of advanced technology and new equipment. The program will fund up to 35% of eligible project costs to a maximum of $100,000. Eligible
costs include equipment and any supporting software, installation, and consulting fees related to completing the project.
The program defines advanced technology as “new technology that performs a new function or improves some function significantly
better than commonly used technologies.” Eligible projects involve technology from one of ten listed categories and must include
implementation of new equipment. Projects will be selected based on the number of jobs created, quantity of new domestic and export
sales, type of advanced technology used, and assurances that the project will be completed within one year of application approval.
In order to be eligible for funding a company must meet the following criteria:
• Manufacture in southern Ontario
• Have been incorporated in Ontario for at least 2 years
• Have between 15-1000 full time equivalent employees
• Currently export and plan to continually export
• Be investing in advanced technology and new equipment

Written by: Samantha Hingley
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You Deserve More

Post-Industrial and
Post-Consumer Recycled Material:
SR&ED Opportunities in the Plastics Industry
Written by: Matthew Wilson
Consumer interest in recycling is at an all-time high. This is good news
for the plastics industry, which has worked to develop technologies
for processing post-consumer and post-industrial material since
the 1970s. In the “closed-loop” recycling approach, materials are
mechanically reprocessed into products with like properties,
reducing virgin material consumption, oil consumption, carbon
monoxide emissions, and waste. However, the use of recycled
material presents its share of technical problems.
As plastic industry professionals are aware, most different types of plastic are incompatible with each other at the molecular level and
require different kinds of processing. This means it is not usually possible to add recovered plastic to virgin polymer without negatively
impacting mechanical properties, such as impact strength, or aesthetic properties, such as colour and clarity. While the actual
introduction of recycled plastics to a production process isn’t SR&ED-eligible work, activities performed to overcome issues that arise
because of these process changes may be SR&ED eligible.
The contamination of recycled material with the paper, pigments, metals, inks, and adhesives used in plastic packaging may cause
the material to behave in undesirable ways. For example, the presence of residual metal oxides in a recycled polymer may inhibit
pigment blending. This means the polymer constituent must be effectively separated from these and other sources of contamination and
protected from degradation during reprocessing and subsequent use. Where separation is not possible, formulas may have to be
modified to accommodate the presence of these elements. The additional testing and process variation required can lead to additional
labour and materials costs, and because these activities are non-routine procedures, they can be offset through SR&ED tax credits.
Activities performed to overcome issues that arise in the introduction of recycled material to production processes provide just one
example of work in the plastics industry that can qualify for the SR&ED program. Recognizing the SR&ED potential of these activities is
essential to enabling business growth and innovation.

Relish Interactive: We’re the New Ketchup™™®
Relish Interactive is a small interactive shop that focuses on delivering high impact web
interactive products with a small, senior, talented, and efficient team of developers who can
code and explain their work in non-tech speak. Since 2007, Relish’s talented designers have
striven to innovate while understanding the big picture and ensuring they meet client goals and
deadlines. Relish Interactive develops a wide variety of amazing digital products and projects,
including mobile applications, websites, games, motion graphics, and social media campaigns.
Headquartered in Toronto, Relish also has presence in Vancouver, BC, and San Francisco, CA,
and this has helped them engage on projects with a wide variety of high profile clients who
have never been left wanting. Relish is always playing and designing on the cutting edge,
and they have the expertise and experience to take any project from idea to screen, regardless
of audience.
NorthBridge Consultants has worked closely with Relish to secure SR&ED tax credits and
OIDMTC tax credits, and we look forward to continuing to work with them to ensure they
receive their fair share of government funding.
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New to Exporting and Going to Trade Shows?
Early Stage Exporters Funding
Written by: Samantha Hingley
The Ontario Chamber of Commerce, along with support from the Ontario government,
has launched a new funding program called Early Stage Exporters (ESE). This fund is
designed to support small- to medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) who have annual sales
between $300,000 and $500,000 that are looking to invest in export activities and
increase brand awareness of their products or services in export markets.
The ESE program will fund companies that are planning to attend international trade
shows, participate in outgoing or incoming missions, develop marketing tools for their
desired export market, invest in market research, or participate in foreign bidding
projects. The program will fund up to 50% of eligible costs to a maximum of $30,000.
An application submitted for a market research project is only eligible up to $5,000. An
SME can apply for up to 3 activities per application and the maximum amount of funding
available per company through multiple applications is $150,000.
In order to be eligible, an SME must meet the following criteria:
• Manufacture in Ontario
• Incorporated for at least 2 years
• Minimum of 3 full time equivalent employees
• Annual sales between $300,000 and $500,000
• Strong potential for growth in export markets
• Reviewed financial statements for at least one year along with interim statements
• $2 million of commercial general liability insurance that includes products and completed operations liability
• Operate in one of the priority sectors (advanced manufacturing, aerospace, construction, clean technology, professional
services, information communications technology, digital media, and life sciences)

Get to Know the NorthBridge Team:
VP Operations Jen Mahon
Jen Mahon has been part of the NorthBridge team for nearly eight years, and has been
our Vice President of Operations since November 2013. She graduated from McMaster
University with a B.Eng. in Materials Engineering in 2004 and completed her M.Eng. in
Chemical Engineering in 2006. As V.P.O., Jen oversees company operations including
the SR&ED consulting and technical writing divisions and reviews all SR&ED claim
submissions throughout development. She is also involved in claim preparation and
audit defense. Jen’s favourite part of her role at NorthBridge remains working with our
clients to ensure they receive the tax credits they’ve earned to support further business
growth and success. She has also enjoyed being exposed to a wide variety of industries.
Jen grew up in Kitchener-Waterloo and currently resides in Waterdown, Ontario. She is
an avid traveler (when time permits), avowed vegetarian, and, more recently, an archery
enthusiast. She also enjoys doing puzzles and reading, and plays a mean game of Boggle.

The NorthBridge Newsletter Team
Nicolas is a Technical Writer and acting Editor-in-Chief at NorthBridge Consultants. Nicolas’ years of
writing experience with a wide range of audiences ensures he clearly expresses your project goals.
Matthew is a Technical Writer at NorthBridge Consultants. Matthew has experience writing in a
multitude of diverse fields and has a strong understanding of technical processes.
Samantha is a Client Manager at NorthBridge Consultants. Samantha has extensive customer
service experience and strives to keep her clients up to date on all new funding programs.
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Yves Landry Open Once More!
Achieving Innovation and Manufacturing Excellence
Written by: Nicolas DesRoches
December has given us a few announcements, and that list includes The Yves Landry
Foundation’s Achieving Innovation and Manufacturing Excellence (AIME) Global
initiative. On top of the $6M already invested, the federal government has injected
another $9M, all to the benefit of southern Ontario manufacturers to help retain
their competitive advantage by keeping the labour force skilled and educated. The
Yves Landry Foundation AIME Global fund is looking to fund 200 manufacturers to
create and maintain 2,000 jobs within manufacturing whilst training another 7,000.
FedDev Ontario and the Yves Landry Foundation will provide up to $50,000 of
training and necessary supply costs.
To qualify, applicants must be manufacturers making to-market products and have 10-1000 employees. Further, they must be
within Ontario and have been in business for a minimum of three years with solid financials. More funding will be offered to first time
applicants as they will be eligible to have 50% of costs covered. Recent recipients (with 24 months) are not eligible; however, if the
recipient applied more than 24 months ago, they will still be eligible for 25% of their costs. Activities covered include both direct and
indirect training costs, such as trainer fees, wages for the trainee, accommodations, and materials.
This grant program will cover training when adapting innovative technologies or procedures and increasing global competitiveness
through exporting to new markets. Training should be focused on adding high-value skills to the workforce (eg., new engineering,
software, and manufacturing methods or technologies). Vital factors used to determine eligibility include creating new global markets
or export opportunities, exhibiting growth in Ontario, and strengthening southern Ontario’s manufacturing core.
Experienced with Yves Landry program, NorthBridge can help you each step of the way through the application process, from project
identification and preliminary evaluation to completing the full application. Please contact us for more information.

Revisions to the Quebec SR&ED Program
New Thresholds Introduced in December
Québec Finance Minister Carlos Leitao announced cutbacks to the Québec SR&ED tax credit
program during his December 2nd economic update. Although SR&ED is a federal program,
each province or territory may also provide provincial or territorial tax credits to qualifying
corporations carrying out SR&ED in their respective province or territory.
Effective immediately, minimum eligibility thresholds will be introduced for the Québec
provincial tax credit. The provincial government will be establishing a minimum expenditure
threshold situated at $50,000 (for companies with less than $50 million in assets) and $225,000
(for companies with assets totalling over $75 million). This threshold will increase linearly from
$50,000 to $225,000 for companies with assets between $50 million and $75 million.
Additionally, Québec’s enhanced SR&ED tax credit rates for research contracts, private
partnership research, and fees paid to a research consortium will be standardized (to be set at
same rate as researchers’ salaries) as of December 3, 2014.
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About Us:
NorthBridge Consultants has been assisting companies access government funding for
over 20 years. As one of the largest independent government funding consulting firms in
Canada, our objective is to maximize the government funding potential for our clients.
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